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ernment, and the paper was forced to suspend. There was no longer an
organ of the official Democracy in Washington.10
More disturbing to the President's festival of peace were the wires
from Pittsburgh. He and Black were shocked, and he soon had the
shipping orders countermanded. His unwilling mind was being dragged
to the point of decision. Floyd must be dealt with. Late that evening
Black sent in a note urging action at cabinet next day.11
When Floyd presented himself at the White House on the morrow
he was going around in circles emotionally. He had just been exposed
as a careless, if not dishonest, administrator who was about to be in-
dicted by the District grand jury for conspiracy to defraud and for
malfeasance in office. He was to be accused of treason because of his
foolhardy gesture in trying to ship heavy guns into the South. The
night before, Senator Wigfall and others had urged him to join a plot
to kidnap Buchanan and make Breckinridge President; this he had
refused to do. Also he had become suspicious of a large order for con-
verted muskets which he had approved ostensibly for the Sardinian
government; that order he would countermand. He was therefore off
his course when he entered the cabinet room. Bluster, he felt, was the
only answer, and he soon exploded. Black and Stanton were busy in
the Supreme Court, and he could take advantage of their absence. He
accused two of his colleagues of hostility to him personally, probably
Black and Holt, and of a desire to get rid of him before he could "vindi-
cate" himself. He gave no sign of resigning. He was plainly waiting
upon events to show him a better way out of his embarrassments. This
way was at hand.12
The South Carolina commissioners arrived in Washington that
afternoon. The delegation was carefully chosen and included the Demo-
crat Orr, as well as the secessionists, Barnwell and Adams. The former
Speaker knew Washington so well that he was counted on for much.
Trescott had established them in a "legation" on K Street, next door
to Colonel Drinkard, Floyd's chief clerk, and very near to Black's home
on Franklin Square. Through Trescott they sought an interview with
the President.13
Buchanan was greatly embarrassed by their approach. He was deter-
mined to do nothing that could be described as recognizing secession,